28th Sunday in Ordinary Time, October 9, 2022
2 Kings 5:14-17; Psalm 98; 2 Timothy 2:8-13; Luke 17:11-19

Perseverance is the price of victory. Human growth and success are not instantly
accessible like information from our computers. The readings today recall the need for
unceasing human diligence, even in the face of frequent failure.

The Exodus passage pits a heroic Moses against Israel's implacable enemy, the
Amalekites. In a book filled with divine exploits, we see here the significant difference made
by the human accomplishments of Moses. The hero's steadfastness wins the day. The steady
hands in Exodus 17:12 demonsirate Moses' faithfulness in carrying out an official task.

Psalm 121 says that we are able to trust in God's divine care but also admits that
sometimes our human trust crumbles under tensions and pressures. The psalmist, for
example, worries about the danger of one's foot slipping and the possibility that Yahweh
might fall asleep (verse 3). The psalm does finally affirm that the Lord is a constantly
vigilant guardian and that believers must be persistent in calling out to Yahweh.

The psalmist's theme is found also in Luke's parable of the dishonest judge: Pray
always and never give up. If a dishonest judge eventually yields to the pressure of a
persistent widow, then naturally God will act upon the prayer of his persevering people.
Even better, God does not procrastinate like the judge; if we cry out day and night, the Lord
will act promptly. Luke concludes that God expects this pleading from us; at the time of the
Second Coming, Christ will examine our persistence in prayer.

The Exodus account of Moses' greatness and Luke's parable on persistent prayer
clearly define our humar: neediness. We need to begin anew each day. to work kard every
day at building loving and trusting relationships with one another and with God. We need .
persevering prayer as our source of strength and hope. We need to admit that perseverance is
the price of success.

-~ John Craghan, Th.D., S.S.L. Copyright 1997, Liguori ,vc_o:nm:o:m\ Liguori, MO 63057-9999

29" Sunday in Ordinary Time- October 16, 2022
Exodus 17:8-13: Psalin 121; 2 Timothy 3:14--4:2; Luke 18:1-8

VOCATION CORNER “Jesus, I'm done discerning.” This was my prayer in the back of a
quiet chapel, the summer after graduating college. The Lord’s call to me as a child was
strong and clear, but the where and when were not. The many Holy Hours I'd spent
wrestling with the mystery since had brought no clarity. My prayer continued, “I am
spending all my energy discerning when all I really desire is to love you. SoIam just going
to love you, and love you lavishly. I ask your Blessed Mother to make the rest abundantly
clear.” Only later did T understand that perhaps it was what the Lord had been waiting for;
for me to simply rejoice to be in relationship with Him, to simply let myself' be His. The
lesson the Lord taught me that day remains ever new, even now after final vows. How much
more beautiful is the journey when lived in the simplicity of his Love!” Sister Maria Lucia
Stella Maris, Missionaries of the Word. Columbia Magazine Jul/Aug 2022
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CCW Members filling Boxes of Joy. Photo
taken by Pam Shallenberger.
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